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Starting fires in Nemzek
Disagreements between Scandrett, Dragon Fire create more sparks than donations
By BRONSON LEMER
Editor

Disagreements between athletic director
Alfonso Scandrett and members of Dragon
Fire have caused some alumni and volunteers to sever ties with the group and
Dragon athletics.
Dragon Fire is the athletic fundraising arm
of MSUM’s alumni foundation. The club
consists of alumni, parents and volunteers
from the Fargo-Moorhead community who
support Dragon athletics. The group raises
funds for athletic scholarships as well as
hosting hospitality events during home
games.
Yet, confusion over the purpose of the
booster club during a Feb. 9 Dragon Fire
committee meeting and an incident involving a Dragon alumnus during a Jan. 23
basketball game have cast negative light on
Scandrett.
Several of the disagreements center
around control over Dragon Fire and how
the club is run. The club was formed as an
informal group to raise funds for Dragon
athletics. Over the years the group has
taken on a larger role of raising money for
scholarships and other funds in the department.
The club is part of the alumni foundation
yet is open to cooperation with Scandrett
and members of the athletic department,
said Dragon Fire committee member Bruce
Hanson.

“A big part is trying to figure out where this
organization belongs,” Hanson said. “Does it
belong in the athletic department or in the
alumni foundation?”
Scandrett’s plan as the new athletics director included making several changes to
improve the image of Dragon athletics.
Some of those changes include hosting festivities during games to make the games
more enjoyable for fans and implementing
new fundraising methods.
After being involved with eight other athletics programs, Scandrett came to MSUM
with a preconceived notion of how booster
clubs should operate.
Other athletics booster clubs are either
part of the athletic department or are completely independent, Scandrett said.
“It was all new to me,” Scandrett said. “The
club isn’t based in the athletic department
like everyplace else.”
Many of Scandrett’s changes were viewed
as positive ways to help improve athletics.
However, it’s Scandrett’s methods of implementing these changes that have ruffled
some feathers among Dragon Fire volunteers, said Hanson.
“He has a very focused agenda,” Hanson
said. “He knows what he wants to do and
how he wants to do it. He has a lot of wonderful ideas, but not all of these things
work.”

❒ DRAGON FIRE, back page
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SARC pushes student
activism through art
By DUSTY DIEHL
Staff Writer

As pastoral as North Dakota
may seem, it is not without its
problems
nor
without
its
activists.
A new activist organization
called
the
South
Agassiz
Resource Council (SARC) will
convene for the first time at 7
p.m. Tuesday in the Howard
Johnson Inn in Fargo. The event
will feature music, poetry,
speakers, election of officers and
discussion.
SARC will be an affiliate of the
Dakota Resource Council (DRC),
which has been active since
1978, working “to protect North
Dakota’s land, air, water, rural
communities and agricultural
economy.”
Dean Hulse, chairman of
SARC, describes the mission of
the DRC as “bringing comfort to
the afflicted and affliction to the
comfortable.”
“Members, relying on the
democratic process, will influence local and regional decisions
involving resource conservation,
renewable energy, food production, distribution and safety,

social justice and sustainable
development,” Huse said.
For example, SARC’s agenda
includes promotion of “green
technology” in Fargo’s new
libraries.
Speakers for Tuesday’s event
include
Fargo
City
Commissioner Linda Coates and
former N.D. governor George
Sinner. MSUM New Center professor Kevin Zepper will also perform poetry.
Both Zepper and Hulse believe
that art, such as poetry, finds a
salutary
relationship
with
activism.
“Art and activism are both creative enterprises, revitalizing and
visionary, in search of the ‘new
thing,’” Zepper said.
Hulse wants to involve a characteristically
“passionate”
crowd—college students—in the
work of SARC.
“I ecourage students to get
active now so that activism
becomes ingrained into their
lifestyles,” Huse said. “If there’s
any lesson I’ve learned in life, it’s
that every generation seems destined to fight the same fights.”
Diehl can be reached
at dfldiehl@hotmail.com.

“

When I get
out to the
prairie, there’s
a peacefulness, kind of
like you belong. The
way the grass waves in
the wind looks like ripples on water.
Richard Pemble
Biology professor

PBS filmed biology professor Richard Pemble
and his class on the
grassland at the Buffalo
River State Park.

PBS films Pemble’s prairies
By BARBIE PORTER
Staff Writer

Thirty-six years ago, a
whirlwind of events took
place, leading MSUM biology
professor
Richard
Pemble to see his work blossom
into
wide-spread
knowledge this year.
Pemble’s years of research
on the prairies has peeked
PBS’s interest as well as
that of the MSUM community. Pemble is the 2005
Roland and Beth Dille
Distinguished
Faculty
Lecturer. He will present his
lecture,
“The
Natural

History of the Red River
Valley
Region
Before
European Settlement,” at 7
p.m. Tuesday in King
Auditorium.
The long road of research
began in 1969, when
Pemble began teaching at
MSUM. His profession as a
field biologist drove him to
become familiar with the
nature surrounding the
town—the natural grassland prairies of the plains.
A faculty member and
botanist from NDSU was
passionate about the plants
on the prairie, but he didn’t
have a car. He offered to

show Pemble around his
favorite field, providing
Pemble drove.
“So, on a Sunday afternoon, my wife and I made
arrangements to pick him
up,” Pemble said. “He took
us to the Buffalo State Park
area.”
This field trip ignited a
passion for prairies in
Pemble.
“When I get out to the
prairies, there’s a peacefulness, kind of like you
belong,” Pemble said. “The
way the grass waves in the
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2.21 — 2.24

2.21
2.22
2.23
2.24
2.24
2.24

Nothing reported.
Nothing reported.
Nothing reported.
Theft in Nemzek.
Theft in Lot W-4.
Minor in possession in
Holmquist.

Speech and debate
wins state honors
The speech and debate team
took first place in the limited
sweepstakes entry at the state
collegiate speech and debate
tournament Feb. 19 and 20.
The team also won the Greg
LaPanta Quality Award, given
to the team who scores the
most points relative to the
team’s size. This is the first
time the team has won the
award.
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Wellness Center
extends hours

Tour informational
meeting planned

2005’s outstanding
advisers named

Lake Agassiz Band
holds concert

The Wellness Center is now
open from noon to 8 p.m
Saturdays .
The center is also open from
6 a.m. to 12 a.m Mondays
through Fridays.

Informational sessions on
the business education tour
of China will be held at 4 and
at 6 p.m. today (Thursday) in
CB 210.
While on the tour, students
will compare and contrast
business in China with business in the United States.
For more information, call
Ruth Lumb at 477-4652.

The winners of the 2005 outstanding adviser award are
Yvonne Johnson from the college of business and industry,
John Woleske from the college
of education and human services, Dennis Jacobs from the
New Center and undeclared,
Steve Hoffbeck from the college of arts and humanities
and LaRae McGillivray from
the college of social and natural sciences.

The Lake Agassiz Concert
Band will present its Winter
Concert at 3 p.m. Sunday in
Weld.
The band includes more
than 50 area musicians and is
under the direction of John
Tesch, director of bands at
MSUM.
The concert is free and open
to the public.

Workshop for nonteaching majors
Career Services is holding a
résumé workshop from 5 to
6:30 p.m. Monday in CMU
208. A specialist will be available to share important elements of a successful résumé.

Filing for student
senate opens soon
Filing for student senate
positions opens Monday.
Positions include academic
senators, treasurer, vice president and president.
Informational meetings on
filing for a senate position will
be held at 11 a.m. and at 3
p.m. Wednesday in the senate
office, CMU 116B.
For more informaton visit
mnstate.edu/senate.

Open forums for
candidates planned
Two candidates for the director of instructional resources
position will take part in open
forums on “Instructional
Media Resources in the New
Millennium:
Library
Instructional
Media
and
Instructional Technology.”
Brittney Goodman will present at 4 p.m. today in Center
for Business 109. An opportunity
for
questions
and
answers will be provided after
the presentation, with a
reception to follow in the
Center for Business atrium.
Frank Bruno will present at
4:30 p.m. Monday in the
Library Porch. There will be
time for questions and
answers after the presentation.

Host a table for
international event
Any organization that would
like to host a table for the
Celebration of Nations should
visit the office of international
programs in Flora Frick 151
to fill out a form. Forms are
due by March 14.
For more information call
the office of international programs at 477-2956.

GLBT community
discussions held
L ynn Peterson and Anita
Bender host “Queer Talk” at
noon Thursdays in Hendrix
Health Center 104. Come to
learn about the GLBT community in a safe environment.

OSA now taking
nominations
Student organizations nominations for honors at the
Student Organization Spring
Awards Banquet. Awards will
be handed out for adviser of
the year, student leader of the
year, school spirit and others.
Nomination forms can be
picked up in the office of student activities, CMU 229.
Forms are due by March 11.

Visiting scholar
gives presentation
Visiting
scholar
Linda
Lantieri will give keynote presentations March 9 on the joy
of teaching and learning.
The
morning
session,
“Restoring
Our
Spirits:
Nurturing Our Inner Lives,” is
from 9 a.m. to noon in the
CMU Ballroom.
A variety of breakout sessions will be held from 1 to
3:30 p.m. at Moorhead High
School. Topics include how to
use blocks of time, service
learning, English as a Second
Language and many others.
Lantieri presents “Creating
Ridicule-Free
Learning
Communities:
The
Don’t
Laugh at Me Program” at 7
p.m. in the Science Lab auditorium.
For more information or to
register, contact the college of
education and human services at 477-2096.
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LIZZIE STARK / THE ADVOCATE

Students scoop out ice cream for one-ton sundaes on Wednesday.
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JAY PICKTHORN / THE ADVOCATE

Juniors Crystal Arnold (left) and Max Taha compete in Wednesday’s snowshoe races on the mall.

Dragon
FROST
Last week “Fire and Ice” consumed campus for the 2005 Dragon
Frost. Students participated in events such as snowshoe races,
chili feed, one-ton sundae and poker tournament. The week
ended with the President’s Ball and coronation, where Delta
Zeta won the 2005 Dragon Pride Award.

LIZZIE STARK / THE ADVOCATE

Snow Court princess Susie Strickland and prince Mahesh Rajapakse are
crowned during Saturday’s coronation at the President’s Ball in the CMU.

BRITTA TRYGSTAD / THE ADVOCATE

BRITTA TRYGSTAD / THE ADVOCATE

Travelling poet Tom Montag speaks during his presentation Thursday. Montag
travels across the Midwest reading and speaking about his poetry.

Clockwise from top right: Senior Raul Papo places his bet during Thursday’s
poker tournament; junior Marcus Carney shuffles the deck; senior Nick Gulmon
checks his hand.

OPINION
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Advocate editorial board
Bronson Lemer
Editor

Alicia Strnad
Assistant Editor

Ashley Johnk
Opinion Editor

Alienating
alumni is
worst thing
for Dragons
athletics
Alumni mean everything to a university.
That’s why we cherish them. They are the
ambassadors of this university, and with them
we spread the success of our programs, majors
and faculty.
MSUM athletic director Alfonso Scandrett has
ruffled a few feathers in the athletic department, and some alumni aren’t happy.
The worst thing you can do to any college athletics program is alienate alumni. Alumni are
the driving force behind the success or failure
of a program. Our athletics alumni leave this
university with messages about the program,
the department, the coaches and the school.
To turn your back on your alumni is to turn
you back on your future.
Scandrett came to MSUM with the intent of
advancing the athletics program. But by
insulting our alumni, he is pushing away the
people who keep the program afloat. By insulting the volunteers—the people who believe in
the program and its student athletes and commit their time to helping in every way possible—Scandrett is shooting himself in the foot.
Travis Voegele played sports at this university for several years. He loved the athletics program and committed his own time improving
it. As a local insurance salesman, Voegele had
contacts throughout the community and
beyond—contacts that could provide sponsorships and money to the athletic department.
Instead of accepting Voegele’s help, Scandrett
decided to turn his back to Voegele’s assistance.
If we can’t accept help from the very products
of this athletic department, where are we going
to get help?
These are the people who feel strongly about
the students, coaches and personnel associated with Dragon athletics. We have to look at
our athletics alumni as the heart of our athletics programs. These people know what it’s
like to be student athletes and understand
that support is key to success.
The faces and names of the people who line
Nemzek’s halls are our proof that Dragon athletics gar ners excellent student athletes.
Without their help and assistance, we have
nothing.

Campus falls flat when
it comes to its facilities
Whenever I have a particularly horrible day,
there is one place on
campus I like to visit: the
bathroom on the second
floor of the union.
I know it sounds weird,
but the fact is that these
bathrooms are the nicest
place on campus. The
tiles are colorful without being
loud, contemporary instead of
sadly retro, and the hand dryers could blow Fat Albert
across a room.
This room is a small oasis on
a campus filled with subpar
facilities.
When it comes to the physical aspects of higher education facilities, our campus
falls flat. From freezing classrooms to boiling hallways and
stained carpets to desks that
look like they were rescued
from the great campus fire of
1935, almost everything on
our campus screams that
nothing has been replaced or
updated in the past 30 years.
That creates a bad impression.
When a member of the public comes to attend a performance
in
Glasrud
Auditorium, then uses the
restroom in Weld where shower curtains serve as stall
doors, that creates a bad
impression.
When a student has a class
in a room with a noisy, broken
radiator, that creates a bad
impression.
When a prospective student
takes a tour of the residence
halls and finds that there is
no high speed Internet, that
creates a bad impression.
The list goes on, but in my
mind the most pressing problem is the state of the university’s restrooms.
They’re disgusting.
When a classroom is in poor
shape, it’s generally fairly sim-

ple to work around having to
using that room. The same
can’t be said about the lavatory since, as they say, when
you gotta go, you gotta go.
Sadly, many of our campus
crappers have fallen into such
a state of disrepair that if I
were forced to choose between
using them or wetting myself,
I’d choose peeing my pants.
Not that it much matters.
The end result of both choices
would be the same—a bath in
a tub filled with bleach.
That is, if there was a tub in
my dorm that I didn’t feel
completely disgusted by even
the thought of using it.
If it’s possible, the state of
the residence hall buildings is
worse than that of the campus
at large.
On my floor in Nelson, there
is only one shower stall out of
three that I feel comfortable
using (and that’s just barely).
There is only one commode I
don’t have to close my eyes to
use. None of the restroom
sinks produces a reasonable
water stream—they all either
trickle like a pinhole in a
water balloon or blast like a
fire hose.
This wouldn’t be so bad if it
were just me on the floor. But
there are 30 of us. Imagine
what a shower looks like after
30 college girls have used it.
Imagine the scheduling nightmare. Imagine the amount of
hair jam-packed into the
drain by the time the custodian arrives in the morning.
Imagine the mess that awaits
the poor man when he arrives

on Monday morning
after a weekend of no
cleaning.
The bathrooms aren’t
the only mess. The
garbage room has no
ventilation,
so
it
becomes
a
choice
between keeping the
door closed and condensing the foul aroma or
leaving it open and spreading
the stench throughout the
building.
Closing the door at least
keeps the stench away, but it
creates another problem: the
garbage room also doubles as
the kitchen. Thus, if anyone
were to cook anything or wash
their dishes, they would have
to stand amid the floor’s personal landfill.
Lately, this problem has
been solved via the breakdown of the floor stove. When
the kitchen facilities don’t
function, the need to deal with
its funky scent is alleviated.
When it comes to academics,
we attend a pretty darn good
university. The problem is
that the outward reflection of
our campus fails to represent
that. A prospective student
taking a campus tour would
be appalled at the conditions
on our campus—I know I was.
It’s no secret that MSUM is
in dire budget straits, but the
fact is that unless we fix up
our campus, we’ll continue to
have financial hardships. A
university that can’t recruit
students is a university that’s
digging itself into a hole.
When it comes to choosing a
school, appearance matters,
so let’s get our act together
and get this school some serious plastic surgery.
Do you think the campus needs
updating?
E-mail Alicia
at aliciawithay@cableone.net.

The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not necessarily those
of the college administration, faculty or student body. The Advocate encourages Letters to the Editor
and Your Turn submissions. They should be typed and must include the writer’s name, signature,
address, phone number, year in school or occupation and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m.
Monday and can be sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
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American women: Let’s celebrate our freedoms
Four years of college,
and I still haven’t made
it to “The Vagina
Monologues.”
This
year, that’s where I
plan to be at 10 p.m.
Monday. The performance comes at a particularly appropriate
time for me.
One of the reasons involves
my sister, Sarah. She is experiencing first-hand how some
societies treat women. She’s
working for the Peace Corps as
an environmental educator
and coordinator in La Chimba,
a tiny dairy town in Ecuador.
Sarah recently sent me an email from an Internet café one
hour away (which she got to
via a 60-cent bus ride complete with chickens and bleating goats). What she had to say
about how women are treated
there
made
the
issues
addressed in “The Vagina
Monologues” much more vivid
and real.
“For now, I’m going to try and

blend in. Ha. Blending in here
is impossible, Sarah wrote.
“Women in Ecuador, especially
foreign women, get a lot of
attention. More than is comfortable. I have to act demure,
ignore stares and wolf whistles
and avert my eyes if men look
at me.”
First off, I don’t think in my
21 years of life I’ve ever seen
Sarah act “demure,” and she’s
usually the one giving wolf
whistles.
She said the Peace Corps
tries to prepare their female
members for this type of treatment—and
worse.
Sarah
recently finished six months of
hiking the Appalachian Trail
(yes, the entire 2,174 miles

of it).
This crazily determined woman, who
was used to complete
freedom (how much
more free can you get
after selling your car
and
hiking
from
Georgia to Maine?), is
forced to modify her
behavior to deter unwanted
attention and perhaps violence.
“This vulnerability definitely
feels strange,” she said.
For
example,
Sarah
explained that it’s not a good
idea for her to be seen sharing
a brew with her male companions (the other three Peace
Corps workers stationed in her
area are men).
“The idea of men and women
being friends is very foreign.
When a woman here drinks a
beer with a man, it can only
mean one thing. Needless to
say, I haven’t touched a drop
in La Chimba,” she wrote.
Here in Fargo-Moorhead,

how many of us females enjoy
the right to share a beer (or
three or five) with our male
companions, platonic or otherwise?
Are we prevented from entering the workforce or even
school under threat of acid
attack, abduction or sexual
violence, as are some women
in Iraq?
If more than 200 women in
our towns are murdered, don’t
we expect their cases to be
pursued and law enforcement
to do what they can to prevent
more murders? The women in
Juarez, Mexico, have no hope
for such action.
In America, women enjoy
many freedoms women of
other nations have never experienced.
“The
Vagina
Monologues” is the perfect
device to increase awareness
of these issues, and more.
Plus, it delivers tough material
in a way that isn’t overwhelming, because it’s mixed with
smart humor.

If my sister were here with
me in the northern Midwest,
I’d take her to a bar for as
many beers as she wanted,
where it’d be okay for us to
“associate” with men folk.
Then we’d go see “The Vagina
Monologues,” where we could
hear and say the words
snatch, cooch and pussy without fear of getting beaten up.
But since I won’t see her for
two years—because as an
American female she has the
opportunity to do work with an
organization such as the Peace
Corps—I’m going to round up
as many girlfriends as I can for
Monday night’s performance
and cocktails.
We’ll raise our glasses to
Sarah and all the other strong
women in the United States,
and we won’t forget that not all
femmes have the same freedoms we do.
Do you appreciate your rights?
E-mail Meredith
at mera52@hotmail.com.

Legislators need to hear students’ views on tuition
Instead of following
my typical Thursday
routine as an MSUM
student, last week I
was given the opportunity, along with fellow
student Rachel Sang
and professor Mark
Wallert of the biology
department, to testify
before a panel of senators at
the State Capitol in St. Paul.
Both faculty members and
MSUM students represented
Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities last week for
“Bioscience 101: Week in the
Legislature.”
We sat before the Higher
Education Budget Division
within
the
Finance
Committee. This experience
caused me to take a close look
at the education I’m receiving.
It was recently brought to my

attention that in Minnesota,
funding for public education
is based on student demand.
The budget of Minnesota
State
Colleges
and
Universities is required by
Minnesota Statue 135A.031,
Subd. 4 to be adjusted every
two years to reflect increases
in enrollment. It is required by
law that the base budget
adjust to the extreme increases in enrollment Minnesota
State
Colleges
and
Universities have seen in the
past 4 years. By law, the state

owes the public systems in Minnesota
$130.8
million
for
enrollment growth.
Without the base
adjustment, we are
going to have to pay.
And
personally—I’m
sure many of you students feel the same
way —I don’t want to.
I feel grateful for the experiences I have had here, but I
hope the state will recognize
the importance of continuing
to fund higher education in
public schools in Minnesota.
While Gov. Pawlenty’s 2005
Higher Education Agenda provides an increase of 11.2 percent for the University of
Minnesota (or $1.22 billion)
and an 8.5 percent increase
for the Minnesota State
Colleges and Universities (or

$1.2 billion) for the two-year
period beginning July 2005,
the last four years have
proven that Minnesota colleges and universities are in
jeopardy.
Yes, we all know of the
increases in our tuition bills.
In the last biennium alone,
between 2004-05, the public
systems have absorbed a
$191.5 million cut in state
appropriations while enrollment has substantially been
on the rise.
Tuition has skyrocketed.
Minnesota has always been
known for its academic
strength and competitive
research. I for one, am proud
to be a future product of that
success. But, Gov. Pawlenty is
undermining the very basis
that will feed into Minnesota’s
economy in the future. What I

learned from going to the
Capitol and telling my story, is
there is a way to fight for my
education and the programs
that I hold near and dear to
my heart here at MSUM.
My voice may have been
merely a sound byte in the
ears of the policy makers, but
enough of those will equate
eventually to a resounding
roar that may help shape the
policies they impose on students at public institutions.
Those in positions of power
need to know that Minnesota’s
legacy in public higher education has proven to be a force,
and they need to continue to
invest in that legacy.
What do you wish your legislators
knew?
E-mail Kit
at kitless20@hotmail.com.

Arts &Ente
and

Film fiesta

Festival brings flurry of films to Fargo
By D. MACMURCHY / A. STRNAD
A&E Editor / Assistant Editor

For the fifth year, filmmakers and film
aficionados will congregate downtown
for the Fargo Film Festival.
The festival began as “a twinkle in a
lot of our eyes,” Fargo Theatre executive director Margie Bailly said. Since
then, the festival has grown by leaps
and bounds.
“This year, it’s just absolutely fabulous,” Bailly said. “It’s an amazing festival.”
Filmmakers hail from across the
country, including New York, Colorado
and California, and several of them are
from right here in the Red River Valley.
MSUM seniors Patrick McGrane and
Tom Speer will see their short film on
the big screen at this year’s festival.
Their 10-minute film, “It Don’t Mean
a Thing,” will show today (Thursday) at
10:05 a.m.
“It’s a musical—a bedroom comedy
about a couple that decides to become
swingers,” McGrane said. “Discussions
break out into song and dance.”
The duo said they’ve had some positive response to their film already.
“We’ve had pretty good reactions,”
McGrane said. “It’s supposed to be
funny, but very fast. We’ve had a lot of
good positive feedback.”
He added that just participating in
the festival is a great experience.
“People that have won our category
have almost professional quality filmmaking. It’s difficult to compete with
that. It’s a huge honor to be playing
next to films like that,” he said.
Bailly said students add an enormous amount to the festival. “The
work that they do is fresh and interesting and unique. I’m constantly
amazed at the talent of young filmmakers,” she said.
Students also help out at the festival
as volunteers. “The volunteers are
wonderful,” Bailly said. “They bring
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MSUM seniors Tom Speer (left) and Patrick McGrane will show their film, “It Don’t Mean a Thing” during the Fargo Film
Festival. It shows today (Thursday) at 10:05 p.m. in the Fargo Theatre. The 10-minute short is a musical about a couple
who decide to become swingers.
the creative force to the festival. They
lend a great deal.”
Of the 150 films submitted for the festival, 50 will be showing this weekend.
How does a local theater in Fargo draw
so much interest?
“It gathers together all of those creative
elements,” Bailly said. “It’s amazing. It’s
a terrific place to be an art enthusiast.”

The Fargo Film Festival started
Wednesday
and
runs
through
Saturday. The Heckuva Deal Pass is
$75 ($50 for students) and includes all
events. The Good Deal Pass is $30
($20 for students) and includes all film
screenings. The Notta Bad Deal Pass is
$25 ($15 for students) and includes
one day of events.

An evening party and movie pass is
$10, a single film session admission is $5
and a single luncheon admission is $5.
For a complete list of films and award
winners and a complete schedule, visit
fargofilmfestival.com.
Strnad and Macmurchy can be reached
at advocate@mnstate.edu.

MSUM student plans own film festival
The Fargo Film Festival isn’t the only
place to catch some independent
films.
The Guerilla Film Festival starts
tonight (Thursday) at 5:30 in the second floor of the Avalon Events Center
in downtown Fargo.
The festival coincides with Bizartica,
a night of music, art and theater put
on by the Independent Artists
Collective. At least seven films will be
shown between bands.
MSUM sophomore film studies
major Elijah Larson and his friend
Derek Olsen began the festival after
their film didn’t get into the Fargo

Film Festival.
“We were frustrated that the majority of students that submitted didn’t
get their work selected,” Larson said.
“I felt there was a need for all the student filmmakers in town to have their
stuff shown in a non-competition
form.”
The duo will show their documentary film “Last Chance Saloon,” about
the closing of Moorhead’s Ralph’s
Corner Bar. The idea for the film
began when a friend started a petition
to save the bar from demolition. Olsen
began interviewing people about their
thoughts and memories of Ralph’s. He

asked Larson to help with the editing
process. They then submitted the film
to the Fargo Film Festival, but were
rejected.
Larson hopes the festival, which is
not affiliated with MSUM, will continue in future years.
“You produce art, and it’s important
that you have somewhere to show it
besides the classroom,” Larson said.
Larson is attempting to find a venue
for a second and third night of films
Friday and Saturday. He said handbills will be distributed downtown and
at Thursday’s Guerilla Film Festival if
a venue is found.

Elijah Larson
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1 General Patton vs. The XEcutioners,
General Patton
2 Hillstomp, Back Porch
Blues
3 LCD Soundsystem, LCD
soundsystem
4 Low, The Great Destroyer

‘Into the Woods’

Play gives fairy tales new life
By MEREDITH HOLT
Copy Editor

Like most fairy tales, “Into
the Woods” opens with “Once
upon a time.” But this isn’t
your typical fairy tale.
The play follows Jack (of
Beanstalk fame), Cinderella,
Little Red Riding Hood and others through a frightening forest.
MSUM theater presents the
musical drama by Stephen
Sondheim and James Lapine
at
7:30
p.m.
tonight
(Thursday) through Saturday.
Tickets cost $15, but are free
with a student ID.
The first song lyrics and the
last are the same: “I wish.” A
message from the play is: “Be
careful about what you say
you really wish for. If you get
what you wish for, are you
truly going to be happy?”
director Craig Ellingson said.
But sometimes people regret
not going after their wishes.
Everybody makes mistakes;
yet you still have to go on with
your life, Ellingson explained.
“No One is Alone” exemplifies
these ideas.
The story starts with a witch
and her neighbors, a baker and
his wife. She tells them she
cursed them with infertility
because the baker’s father stole
her plants. If the couple wants
a child, they must bring special
items to her. It’s their journey
that causes these absurd fairy

tale characters to cross paths.
“Don’t you ever mess with
my greens—especially my
beans!” the witch sings in the
opening number.
A major theme of the play is
believing in what you want
and going to great lengths to
get it. “If the end is right, it
justifies the beans,” the
baker’s wife sings.
The two love-struck princes,
Cinderella’s
Prince
and
Rapunzel’s Prince, sing a hilarious duet, “Agony,” about their
pursuit of the women of their
dreams. It becomes a competition, as anything could when
princes are involved, of whose
fair maiden is tougher to find.
“The harder to get, the better
to have,” junior Brian O’Shea
(Cinderella’s Prince) sings. He
also plays the wolf that follows
and devours Little Red Riding
Hood.
Both princes play wolves in
the beginning of the play, which
shows they are wolves in
sheep’s clothing (or in their
case, boots, shiny buttons and
other prince-wear). Of his role
as the wolf, O’Shea said, “It’s
somehow easier (to play the
wolf) because it’s all about body
movement. It’s more sinister.”
Although the woodsy set
adds to the story, it caused
several injuries. Two actors
sprained their ankles; NDSU
junior Kim Sava (Cinderella)
sprained her foot and has

scrapes and bruises.
But Rapunzel’s (sophomore
Justine Fischer) biggest concern? Carrying around 12 feet
of synthetic hair.
The second act shows what
happens after the happily ever
after. That’s when the real characters and real problems
emerge. Senior Stephanie
Storhaug (Cinderella’s stepmother) said the experience has
been emotional. O’Shea agrees.
“It’s nice to be in an emotional show and to be able to feel
the impact on and off the
stage,” O’Shea said.
So the play can be enjoyed on
many levels: whether for pure
entertainment or for meaningful life lessons. “It’s so deep and
so complex, yet it’s presented
so simply,” Ellingson said.
The divide between the first
and second acts is played up
with a dramatic change of
scenery. In the first act, the set
is dominated by what the
director calls “happy trees” and
blue skies. In the second act,
the set is stark and dismal.
“I think that Sondheim and
Lapine have created a clever
retelling of these stories with a
creation of a fictitious story
that really brings them together,” Ellingson said.
One theme is setting an
example. “Careful the things
you say; children will listen.
Careful the things you do;
children will see,” Jessie
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Jack’s mother (Alissa Blaeser) tries to convince Jack (Travis
Kuntz) to sell his beloved cow, Milky White.
Turmo (the witch) sings in the
second act.
The play addresses what
family means to people, senior
Natalie Novacek (Cinderella’s
stepsister
Lucinda)
said.
“Sometimes the family isn’t
necessarily people who you
are related to biologically, but
people who help you through
the way and who find connections with you,” she said.
“If you look at the words,
there are so many things you
can relate to,” Storhaug said.
“It seems so fun, and the first

act really gets you into it ...
(Then in the second act) not
everything’s perfect, not everyone’s happy.”
Ellingson said the production is a new experience for
him now because he’s older
and has a son.
“What we bring to the theater
impacts us. The way you can
connect with the different stories changes and evolves as you
come back to it,” Ellingson said.
Holt can be reached
at mera52@hotmail.com.

Show offers uncensored, unashamed vagina talk
By MEREDITH HOLT
Copy Editor

This Monday night, 26 MSUM
women will take the stage to
discuss
everything
from
orgasms to female empowerment. “The Vagina Monologues”
covers the good, the bad and
the ugly of being a woman.
The MSUM theater department, the Women’s Center
and the Blackfriars, a student
theater organization, will present the benefit performance
written by Eve Ensler at 7 and
10 p.m. at the Gaede Stage in
the Center for the Arts.
Donations and proceeds benefit the Rape and Abuse Crisis
Center of Fargo-Moorhead and
the V-Day organization’s fund
for Iraqi women.
V-Day is a non-profit corporation that provides funds for
organizations working to stop
violence against females. VDay organizers want women to
spend their lives “creating and
thriving rather than surviving
or recovering from terrible
atrocities.”
According to Ensler on the
V-Day Web site, “V-Day is an

Eve Ensler
outrageous, global, personal,
anarchic unstoppable movement.”
The well-known program got
its start in 1998 from hundreds
of women’s stories of rape,
incest, domestic violence and
genital mutilation. Ensler and
other New York women founded
V-Day to help stop the widespread violence. The ‘V’ in VDay stands for Victory,
Valentine and Vagina; performances
of
“The
Vagina
Monologues” usually take place
on or around Valentine’s Day.
Skits range from hilarious to
serious. The piece, “The
Woman Who Loved to Make

Vaginas Happy,” is about a
sex worker who entertainingly
demonstrates different types
of moaning.
The five directors chose “My
Short Skirt” for one of two
optional pieces. Director and
coordinator
Stephanie
Storhaug said the skirt skit is
fun and empowering.
One of the solemn pieces is
“about a girl who was severely
abused in all these different
ways and how she grew up to
be a good person, to love herself,” Storhaug said. “There
are so many people who go
through things like that. It’s a
really good representation of
how you can move on.”
Storhaug hopes the audience
will gain a greater appreciation
for what it’s like to be a woman.
“It’s a great way to bring awareness to ending violence against
women. That’s really what it’s
all about. It’s a different kind of
approach,” Storhaug said.
“People respond in different
ways; you need to laugh about
it every once in a while.”
Those involved have been
selling buttons in the CMU
with phrases such as “Pussy

Posse” and “I Love Vaginas,”
as well as ones for people a little more on the conservative
side, with just “V-Day” written
on them.
“You can’t help but be close,
talking about orgasms and

when girls got their period the
first time,” Storhaug said of
the cast and crew. “It’s a
great, empowering thing.”
Holt can be reached
at mera52@hotmail.com.
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WRESTLING

TRACK AND FIELD

Six wrestlers headed to national tournament Wehri heads
By CASEY MOEN
Staff Writer

Following a fourth-place finish at the NCAA Division II
North Regional tournament,
the MSUM wrestling team will
send six wrestlers to the
national tournament. It’s the
Dragons’ largest number of
national qualifiers since joining Division II.
Juniors Ben Keen and
Chris Tuchscherer headline

the group.
Keen won an 18-5 major
decision over Augustana’s
Andre Vandervelde to capture
third place at 141 pounds.
Tuchscherer lost a 6-2 decision in the heavyweight championship at the hands of
Nebraska-Omaha’s defending
two-time national champion
Les Sigman.
Keen was ranked seventh at
141 pounds and Tuchscherer
sixth at heavyweight in the

latest national rankings.
MSUM
wrestling
coach
Keenan Spiess said having so
many wrestlers at the national
tournament gives the Dragons
a good opportunity to score
points.
“I think all six guys are pretty hungry,” Spiess said. “I
think coming out of the North
Region, they’ve all got a pretty
good shot to place.”
Of the six Dragons who
placed fourth or higher—the

regional position necessary for
advancement to nationals—
two are freshmen.
Scott Ahlf dropped a 9-4
decision in the 133-pound
championship to earn the second seed at that weight.
Rockie Stavn lost 7-4 in the
third place match at 165
pounds.
One notable MSUM absence
from the national tournament

❒ SIX, page 9

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL: NSIC TOURNAMENT PREVIEW

Home sweet home
Dragons gain homecourt advantage for playoffs
By DUSTIN MONKE
Sports Editor

Karla Nelson understands winning the
regular season conference title is great.
But, the MSUM women’s basketball
coach also knows it’s not as important as
becoming Northern Sun Intercollegiate
Conference tournament champions.
So the goal for the
MSUM women’s basketball team over the
next week is to get out
of the first round with
a win and host the
NSIC semifinals and
Early
championship
this
start
weekend.
Because The
If MSUM—the top
Advocate is
seed in the NSIC playpublished Tuesday
offs—won its first
and doesn’t appear
game of the tournaon newsstands
ment against No. 8until Thursday, the
outcome of the
seeded Winona State
game against
on Wednesday, they
Winona State was
will host the confernot known when
ence semifinals and
this edition went
championship games,
to press.
regardless of finish.
If the Dragons lost, the season is over.
“Playing at home is a big advantage,”
Nelson said. “But it’s only a big advantage if you maintain the focus you’ve had
throughout the season.”
It doesn’t take a mathematician to prove
that the Dragons (22-5) have a homecourt advantage. MSUM is 12-1 overall
and 7-0 against NSIC opponents at Alex
Nemzek Fieldhouse this season.
“It’s only an advantage if you take advantage of it,” Nelson said of the possibility
that MSUM could host the remainder of
the tournament with a first round victory.
“Right now it’s all up in the air,” MSUM
senior Lindsay Hartmann said. “On any
given night, anybody can beat anybody.”
But in previous meetings this season,
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Senior guard Dana Weibel leads MSUM in scoring with 14 points a game and also leads
the NSIC in free-throw percentage.
the Dragons defeated the Warriors 78-61
at home and 81-60 on the road.
Winona State came into the game with a
3-24 overall record and a 1-13 mark
against NSIC teams.
“We need to come out and play a good
game,” Nelson said. “That sets us up for
what we hope (is) an exciting weekend.”
If MSUM beat Winona State, they play
the winner of the first round game
between No. 4-seed Minnesota-Crookston
and fifth-seeded Northern State.
Minnesota-Crookston gave MSUM a run

for its money both times the teams faced
each other this season. The Dragons won
at home 89-77 and on the road 80-70.
MSUM beat Northern State 72-63 at
home, but fell to them on the road 83-73.
“Certainly we are looking forward to
playing either one of those teams,” Nelson
said. “At this point in time, you can’t be
scared of anybody, and you shouldn’t be.”
No matter how the season ends, it will
be one for the MSUM record books.

❒ HOME, page 9

to nationals
in Boston
By JEREMY CHURA
Staff Writer

Although Brooke Wehri is a
little nervous right now, she
hopes to do well at the
upcoming NCAA Division II
championships in Boston.
Wehri, ranked No. 6 in the
nation in the pole vault, will
compete in the national
championships March 11-12.
The
MSUM
sophomore
placed first in the pole vault
at the NSIC championship on
Saturday with a height of 11
feet, 6 inches.
“I had a bad meet personally,” Wehri said.
The MSUM women finished
fourth overall. Winona State
took first.
Juniors Jill Mostad and
Tiffany Spriggs tied for third
place in the pole vault at 10-6.
Junior Kristan Anderson
took first in the triple jump
with 37-2 3/4.
Freshman Kristin Dolence
placed fourth in the mile run
with a time of 5 minutes,
35.03 seconds.
Freshman Katie Weinberg
placed fourth in the 600 with
a time of 1:46.65.
In the 800, freshman Diane
Miller placed fourth with a
time of 2:28.39, and freshman Holly Farwell took fifth
at 2:31.99.
On the men’s side, Northern
State placed first as a team
while MSUM took fifth.
Sophomore Dane Moreland
placed third in the mile with a
time of 4:29.32 while Joe
Lynch, a senior, crossed the
line at 4:31.63 to take fifth
place for the MSUM men.
Moreland also placed second
in the 1000 at 2:42.01.
Sophomore Matt Jahnke got
first in the pole vault with a
height of 15 feet. Freshman
Derik Brugger placed third at
14-6 and sophomore Brandon
Madery took fourth with a
height of 14 feet.
Freshman Eric Schaumberg
took third in the triple jump
with a distance of 41-01.
Freshman Steve Solum
placed second in the 600 at
1:22.62.
Chura can be reached
at churaje@mnstate.edu.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

MSUM ends regular season with win, prepares for playoffs
By PAUL MARQUARDT
Staff Writer

The MSUM men’s basketball
team split a pair of NSIC
games over the weekend, losing to Wayne State 76-57 on
Friday and beating Southwest
Minnesota State 76-71 on
Saturday.
In
their
victory
over
Southwest at the R/A Facility
in Marshall, the Dragons (720, 3-11) played at the level
they showed during their final
home game of the season.
MSUM worked the Mustangs
(11-18, 5-9) the entire game,
taking the lead right from the

tip-off and maintaining a
small advantage throughout
the first half.
Senior Chris Anderson, who
has been on a hot streak in the
waning weeks of the season,
scored 11 of his game-high 25
points in the first half. He
added eight rebounds and
seven assists while shooting 10
of 10 from the free-throw line.
“The games we can get him
the ball, that’s been the key
for us,” MSUM coach Stu
Engen said. “He does a little of
everything.”
Southwest took the lead early
in the second half when senior
LaRon Dawn made a layup,

but the lead was short-lived.
MSUM
senior
Deandre
Buchanan made an offensive
rebound, handing off the ball
to fellow senior Ben Aalto, who
nailed a 3-pointer, giving the
Dragons a 42-40 lead.
Southwest never got another
look at a lead as MSUM eventually stretched its lead to 10
points.
Buchanan scored 13 points
and six rebounds.
Nic Hogan led Southwest
with 22 points, six rebounds
and five steals. Dawn scored
19 points.
MSUM trailed for all but two
minutes in its loss to Wayne

State at Rice Auditorium.
Brett
Watson
led
the
Wildcats with a game-high 25
points and six rebounds.
Wayne State shot 50 percent
from the 3-point arc and hit 8
of 12 in the first half.
Aalto led MSUM with 13
points. MSUM shot 34 percent
from the field.
At one point, the Wildcats
(10-15, 6-7) led by 23.
With the regular season
behind them, the Dragons
head into the NSIC tournament with the No. 8 seed.
They traveled to No. 1-seeded
Winona
State
on
Wednesday. The Warriors won

both meetings with the
Dragons this year.
“I think Winona (State) is
very very explosive offensively,” Engen said. “They can put
up points and put them up in
a hurry.”
If MSUM wins their first
round game, they will play
either
Wayne
State
or
Concordia-St. Paul.
“Hopefully we keep some
momentum, take care of business and get a win,” Anderson
said.

Marquardt an be reached
at speedracer787b@hotmail.com.
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Playoffs

Championship
2 p.m. Sunday

At Alex Nemzek Fieldhouse
(If MSUM won its first round game)
Semifinals
Saturday
MSUM vs. Minnesota-Crookston or Northern State, 2 p.m.
Wayne State or SW Minn. State vs. Bemidji State or Concordia, 4 p.m.
(Semifinals winners advance to championship game)

Semifinals winners
Champion will automatically advance
to the North Central Regional
of the NCAA Division II women’s
basketball tournament.

No. 8 Winona State at
No. 1 MSUM

No. 5 Minn.-Crookston at
No. 4 Northern State

No. 6 Wayne State at
No. 3 SW Minnesota State

No. 7 Bemidji State at
No. 2 Concordia-St. Paul

The Dragons are second in the NSIC in scoring margin. They are winning by an average
of 13 points. ... MSUM is first in the NSIC in
field goal shooting and opponents’ field goal
percentage. The Dragons are second in both
3-point and free-throw percentage. ... MSUM
is two wins away from a school record 24win season. ... The Warriors are averaging a
league-low 54 points a game. ... Amanda
Reimer averages team-high’s of 12 points
and six rebounds a game.

The Wolves beat MSUM at home 83-73 and
lost to them on the road. Their 83-point outburst was the second-most given up by
MSUM this season. ... Northern State’s
Noelle Hall leads the NSIC in rebounding
with 6.8 per game. .... The Golden Eagles
have three of the best scorers in the NSIC.
Karna Plaine averages 16 points a game
while Kari Score and Steph Mayclin each
score around 13 points a night. Mayclin is
shooting 44 percent from the 3-point arc.

Now that Minnesota-Duluth is in the North
Central Conference, the Mustangs are the
only team left in the NSIC to have a conference tournament title under their belt. They
won the title in 2002. ... Michelle Bruns and
Regan French both surpassed the 1,000career points mark this season. ... The
Wildcats are giving up the least points in the
NSIC, allowing only 60 points per night. ... As
a team, Wayne State is shooting a leaguebest 76 percent from the free-throw line.

The Golden Bears split their season series
against MSUM. ... In one of their games,
Concordia senior Jennifer Pozzani became
the schools’ all-time leading scorer. MSUM
knocked the Golden Bears out of the top 25
poll earlier this season when they beat them
at Nemzek. ... The Beavers’ Amy Lawson
leads the NSIC in steals a game, averaging
2.67. ... Maggie Gernbacher has made the
most 3-pointers in the conference this season. She has 69 and is shooting 37 percent.

❒ SIX, from 8
will be senior Josh Jansen, an
All-American last season at
157.
Jansen lost an 8-6 decision
in the first round, only to face
the No. 2 wrestler in the
region two rounds later.
Jansen, ranked No. 4 in the
North Region at the start of
the tournament, fell to
Minnesota State Mankato’s
Matt Bitz in two minutes, 47
seconds.
But Jansen won his next
bout with a pin against
Northern State’s Spencer
Dockery in 2:43 to finish fifth.
“It shows me a lot about his

❒ HOME,

TENNIS
character,” Spiess said of
Jansen.
Jansen was the sole returning national qualifier from last
year’s team. But Spiess said
the inexperience might be
used to their advantage.
“Sometimes the less you
know the better,” he said.
“There’s no fear.”
Senior Eric Hageman and
junior Dan Meyer also qualified for the national tournament. Hageman moved up a
weight and finished second at
184. He lost to Augustana’s
Tom Meester in the 184pound championship. Meyer

from 8

During the regular season,
Nelson became the winningest
coach in MSUM women’s basketball history, surpassing
Lori Ulferts, whose 1984-85
team was the last Dragons
team to win a regular season
conference title. That team
finished with 23 overall wins.
Weibel and senior guard
Jackie Doerr each surpassed
the 1,000-career points mark
during the season.
Doerr also became the
schools’ most prolific 3-point
shooter. Heading into the
playoffs, she is a career 148 of
436 from the 3-point arc.

Jessica Fesenmaier is fighting for an all-conference spot.
The sophomore center averages 13 points, six rebounds
and a league-best 1.56 blocks
a game while shooting 59 percent from the field—also a
league best—and 77 percent
from the free-throw line.
“We’ve accomplished a lot so
far this season,” MSUM senior
guard Dana Weibel said.
“Right now we’re going to see
how far we can go with what
we have going for us.”
Monke can be reached
at newenglandtigers@yahoo.com.

finished fourth.
The Dragons finished fourth
overall with 52 team points.
Augustana was the top team
with 109 points.
The national tournament will
be held in Omaha, Neb.,
beginning at 11 a.m. on March
11.
Moen can be reached
at caseymoen@hotmail.com.

MSUM drops three at UND
Advocate staff reports
MSUM lost three matches
over the weekend at the
University of North Dakota
tournament in Grand Forks.
UND and Augustana each
blanked the Dragons 5-0, winning all four singles matches
and one doubles match.

South Dakota State edged
MSUM 3-2 in both teams’
final match.
MSUM fell to 1-5 in matches
this season.
The Dragons travel to St.
Scholastica in Duluth, Minn.,
Friday.
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North Dakota poet laureate visits
By ANNA JAUHOLA
Staff Writer

The second visitor of the Tom
McGrath Visiting Writer’s
Series is North Dakota Poet
Laureate Larry Woiwode.
Woiwode teaches at the
University of North Dakota,
Grand Forks. Originally from
Sykeston, N.D., Woiwode
attended the University of
Illinois from 1959 to 1964. His

first works were published at
the university. Woiwode traced
back to his roots in 1978
when he moved to a 160-acre
farm near Mott, N.D., with his
wife and children. On his
farm, Woiwode decided to
raise registered quarterhorses.
“I’ve always loved horses and
wanted to have a few—one of
the reasons we settled in
southwestern North Dakota.”
Woiwode said.

Woiwode will talk about the
writer’s craft at 4 p.m. in the
MSUM library porch. At 8
p.m. he will read from his new
novel in Science Lab. Woiwode
will also read from a novel he’s
currently working on.
While frameworking his book
“The
Bedroom
Wall,”
Woiwode’s ideas for his new
book came into play. “The new
novel I’m working on, which
I’ve had in mind for 30 years,
deals with a variety of horses
(and) is related to novels of the
Neumiller family,” Woiwode
said.
Woiwode’s most recent book,
“What I Think I Did: A Season
of Survival in Two Acts,” deals
with a harsh North Dakota
winter. “‘What I Think I Did’ is
a memoir, and I’m writing a
sequel to it, but that’s another
matter,” Woiwode said.
Being poet laureate, however,
does
not
influence
Woiwode’s work. “It’s more an
honorific - if we can call it that
- position ... I felt both the
weight and the honor of being
named poet laureate, since
the office is voted on by both
houses of the state legislature
and conferred by the governor.”
North Dakota is what influences Woiwode. “It’s language,
which is the language of a
diversity of peoples, those people, the land and landscape
they live within—all this is
underneath every sentence I
write.”
Jauhola can be reached
at rbfg26@yahoo.com.

❒ PEMBLE,

from front

wind looks like ripples on
water.”
In spring 2000, PBS and the
University
of
Minnesota
approached Pemble about
making a documentary on the
history of that Minnesota
landscape:
the
prairies.
Pemble offered his assistance
freely.
“That’s why we’re here as
public employees, to sort out
and put together stories that
are interesting and useful to
other people,” Pemble said.
“So, I gave them the whole
package.”
When summer arrived, PBS
requested that Pemble show
them the remnants of the
prairie he referred to in his
research. The PBS crew visited Pemble twice that year,
once in the summer and again
in the fall.
Pemble recalls the fall day
when he brought his class to
the prairie with PBS. Pemble
had his students lie down,
secluding them in the fourfoot grass.
While the students took in
the sights, sounds and
smells, Pemble began reading
journals kept by explorers,
some from as early as 1800.
Accounts of thousands of
bison, thundering through
the prairie, rumbled in the
imaginations of his students.
Pemble plans to show slides
of the prairie during his presentation Tuesday while sharing excerpts from the explorers’ journals.
“I wanted our students to
understand what the prairie
was like as a landscape, not
just a piece of grass that’s
preserved,” Pemble said.
Porter can be reached
at porterba@mnstate.edu.
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For Rent
Available December 1. One bedroom close to MSU. Clean cozy
unit. New kitchen. Off-street
parking. Smoke-free non-pet
building. $350. Contact 2331881 for appointment.
Indoor pool. 1 blk of W. Acres.
Weight - Exercise rm, sauna,
resort-like living. Heat pd.
Efficiency, 1 & 2 bdrm, gorgeous
yards, w/ playground. NEW
kitchen & dining rm. Cat OK.
Call Tanya 282-6357.
FREE TANNING EFF. 1, 2, 3
bedroom apartments with paid
heat, garbage, water and sewer.
Indoor heated pool, hot tub and
fitness center. Underground
heated parking garage. Pets
welcome. Call 701-356-3801.
Mention this ad and receive 1/2
off 1st month’s rent.
Beautiful 3-bedroom house for
rent, walking distance to MSUM
and Concordia.
Available June 1. Call 298-6253
for details.
Available December 1. Only two
blocks from MSUM campus.
Large two bedroom in quiet
smoke-free four plex. Extra large
kitchen. Contact 233-1881.
APARTMENTS FOR RENT.
Summer or school year ‘05-06’.
One, two, three and four bedrooms. 1 to 4 people. Also efficiency and roommates. Located
betweeen campuses and north
of campus. 236-1143

CLASSIFIEDS
Big 4 bed, 3 full bath house for
rent near campus.
(MSUM/Concordia). $1195/m.
Big 3 bed 1 bath in N. Fargo
(NDSU). $875/m. 218-790-3453.

Help Wanted
SUMMER EMPLOYMENT:
Counselors, speech and
occupational therapists and
aides, reading instructors,
recreation, crafts and waterfront
personnel needed for a summer
camp in North Dakota. Working
with children with special needs.
Salary plus room and board.
contact Dan Mimnaugh Camp
Grassick, Box F, Dawson, ND.
58428, 701-327-4251, email
grasbeck@bektel.com
Seeking talented, outgoing,
energetic individual for assistant
music director- DJ position.
Music knowledge helpful.
Advancement & pay based on
performance. Must have good
driving record & willing to work
weekends. OTJ training provided. (701)234-9492
New and Exciting Entertainment
Magazine to the
Fargo/Moorhead area needs
people for sales, promotions,
writing, editing, DJing, photography and interns.
Call 1-866-554-0706.
MODEL CALL
for upcoming local fashion show
March 3rd from 2:15-5pm in the
Rose Room upstairs, Memorial
Union, NDSU.

Misc.
Spring Break 2005. Travel with
STS, America’s No. 1 Student
Tour Operator, to Jamaica,
Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas
and Florida. Now hiring on-campus reps. Call for group discounts. Information/reservations
1-800-648-4849 or www.
ststravel.com.
Pregnancy Testing. Services are
free and confidential. Empower
yourself, know your options. If
you think you could be pregnant,
call FirstChoice at 237-6530 or
toll-free 1-888-237-6530.
Spring Break/Mexico. From
$499. Reps go free. 800-3664786. www.mazexp.com.
FASHIONABLE LOUD SPRING BLAST
Are you on the list?
18+ comedian/concert/fashion
show March 10th at the
Moorhead Days Inn Happy Hour
7-9pm, Entertainment beginning
at 8pm

CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION
COST: The Advocate charges
$3 for the first 30 words and $1
for each additional 20 words.
Classified ad forms are available in The Advocate office
during business hours.
Payment is required in advance
of publication. Classifieds will
not be taken over the phone.
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❒ DRAGON FIRE, from front
Years of support
Building service foreman
Larry Nicholson has worked at
MSUM for 28 years. He began
as a foreman in Nemzek.
During his first years on campus, Nicholson quickly got to
know everyone involved in
Dragon athletics.
“I really got to know a lot of
people over there, from athletes to the concession workers,” Nicholson said. “It’s
about making sure we are
helping our student athletes.”
Since those early years,
Nicholson has been involved
in helping student athletes
through the Dragon Fire
booster group. Through the
group, Nicholson has been
able to give back to the program and the students.
“We do this because we

believe in the program and the
university,” Nicholson said.
“But mainly we’re here for the
students.”
On Feb. 9, Nicholson attended a Dragon Fire committee
meeting. During the meeting,
Scandrett criticized committee
members for not doing their
jobs,
Nicholson
said.
Nicholson then got up and
walked out of the meeting.
“I wasn’t going to put up with
it,” Nicholson said. “He has a
lot of really good ideas. I just
don’t have any respect for
someone who doesn’t treat
others with respect.”
Scandrett said it was simply
a misunderstanding about
how the club was operating.
Scandrett produced a new
schedule for fundraising plans
and said he felt the organiza-

tion wasn’t functioning as it
should be.
“We do more fundraising
here than any other program
I’ve been a part of,” Scandrett
said. “Dragon Fire also does
fundraising for athletics. I just
wanted to make sure we were
all reading from the same
manual, and we’re not spinning each other’s wheels.”
While Nicholson admitted
that maybe Scandrett was just
having “one of those days,” he
said Scandrett’s actions were
uncalled for. He told committee members he will no longer
be involved in Dragon Fire.

Alienated alumni
Travis Voegele loved being a
part of Dragon athletics. The
1999 alumnus played football
and wrestled for the Dragons

from 1994 to 1999. Voegele
has spent the past three years
helping announce during
home
games.
He
also
annouces for the F-M Jets
hockey team. Back when
Voegele was a student, he
would help announce home
games and in any other way
he could.
“I can walk through Nemzek,
and I’d know everyone there,”
Voegele said. “When Scandrett
came in, I was extremely
happy. I thought maybe he
could give the program a
boost.”
Yet Voegele’s attitude toward
the new athletic director
quickly changed. On Jan. 23,
Voegele arrived at Nemzek to
help during a women’s basketball game. According to
Voegele, Scandrett came down
from the stands and started
yelling at him while he was
preparing for the game.
Scandrett had arranged for
MSUM’s pep band to play during the game for the first time
this season. The new protocol
was explained to Voegele, but
he didn’t want to comply with
the changes and he quit,
according to Scandrett.
However, Voegele believes the
manner in which Scandrett
handled the situation was
embarrassing and inappropriate.
“I don’t need to be embarrassed in front of these people
for a service I was providing,”
Voegele said. “I finished the
game and then told them I
wasn’t coming back. I want
nothing to do with Dragon
athletics. I will not give money
to the school as long as he’s
there.”

Solutions
Hanson said part of the
problem is the high turnover
rate of the leadership positions in the club. Leadership

of the organization has shifted
hands several times over the
years.
Since
Hanson
became
involved with Dragon Fire
nearly five years ago, the
fundraising coordinator position in the athletic department
has changed four times,
Hanson said. That shift in
leadership has left the organization in limbo between the
alumni foundation and athletic department.
Patrick Hundley, executive
vice president of the alumni
foundation, said money for
athletics scholarships has
always been an issue. In
January, the athletic department announced that $90,000
will be given in the form of
tuition waivers to help recruit
student athletes. Yet continued support from alumni is
needed to recruit and keep
Dragon athletes.
While Hundley said the
Dragon Fire club does a good
job raising money for Dragon
athletics, he is open to any
changes or input Scandrett
may have.
“We want his support,”
Hundley said. “I think we are
certainly open to what he has
to say, and we’ll work with
him on improving fundraising
for Dragon athletics.”
Following the Feb. 9 committee meeting, Hanson was
unsure of the direction of
Dragon Fire. However, after a
couple days, that direction
became clearer. Scandrett’s
comments during the meeting
have made Hanson realize
that changes need to be made
in the club.
“I think we are headed in the
right direction,” Hanson said,
“but it’s going to be a bumpy
road getting there.”
Lemer can be reached
at blemer@hotmail.com.

